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Agency:  Commerce, Community and Economic Development
Grants to Named Recipients (AS 37.05.316)
Grant Recipient:  Silakkuagvik Communications, Inc.

Project Title: 

Silakkuagvik Communications, Inc. - KBRW Equipment,
Engineering and Logistics Grant

State Funding Requested: $ 73,000 House District: 40 - T
One-Time Need

Brief Project Description:
Replacement of outdated equipment and maintenance of existing equipment to prolong its useful life. 

Funding Plan: 
Total Cost of Project:  $98,000

Funding Secured Other Pending Requests Anticipated Future Need

Amount FY Amount FY Amount FY

State Funds $25,000 08

Total $25,000

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
KBRW is located in Barrow and is the only radio station serving the North Slope population of some 7,000 people living in 8
villages.  Local residents contribute to the operations of the station through fundraisers with each resident contributing about
$2,000.  However, this is not enough to maintain all of the equipment and operations to run the radio station. The grant
would provide for replacement of equipment in the master control and production room and major repairs of the NPR
satellite dish.  Additionally, the grant money would provide for maintenance of the am radio tower and translator, automation
and UPS transmitter site maintenance and upgrade, and a upgrade of the office computer network.  Lastly, it would replace
the maintenance vehicle which is used for remote maintenance and general duties at the radio station.  Most of the current
equipment that is being requested for replacement is over 15 years old and has reached the end of its expected useful life. 
Many of the maintenance items have not been inspected and repaired in over 9 years and are past due for repairs. Part of
this project was funded with funding from the supplemental budget but this funding would complete the project. 

In rural Alaska, one of the duties of the radio station is to provide programming that addresses the health, safety and
education needs of the community.  KBRW is used by all of the local public safety and weather organizations to disperse
information regarding life, health, and safety issues.  Such information includes search and rescue operations, storm
information, travel conditions, and disease and rabies outbreaks. The radio station is a vital tool to get important information
to the hub and outlaying communities in the timliest manner.

Project Timeline:
Most of the money would be expended during late August and early fall. 
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Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
KBRW

Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Contact Name:  Robert Sommer
Phone Number:  852-6811
Address:  Box 109 Barrow, Ak. 99723
Email:  

Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? X Yes No
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